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By September 4 everything was ready and
Joffre issued his orders.
The Marne is held to be one of the decisive
battles in the history of the world. It warded
off the threat to Paris: it thwarted the envelop-
ing movement which would have rolled up the
French line: it upset the great scheme of the
Prussians and deprived them to a large extent
of the advantages they hoped to reap from well-
matured organization. Though the defeat of
the enemy was far from complete, the moral
ascendancy of the Allies was established. It
was now the turn of the Germans to abandon
illusions and conform to the enemy's plans.
The battle was continuous from the 5th to the
gth September on a front of 120 miles.
The decisive factor which forced the enemy
to retreat in haste was the little army of five
Divisions which wedged itself into the long
German line. Yet, curiously enough, the severe
fighting did not fall on the British and they
cannot claim the lion's share of the glory. To
understand how this could come about we must
turn to the map.
About August 30 Von Kluck gave up the idea
of going round the west of Paris and turned
south-east trying to force his I Army behind
the left of the French, to cut them off from Paris
and drive them into the jaws of the other
German forces in the east While the French
VI Army was being collected north of Paris
Von Kluck was allowed to advance and every
clay his prospects of success seemed brighter.
By September 5 he was well south of the Marne